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The Newfoundland Series
Godwin's first three novels were historical fiction about the Beothuks, referred to as The Beothuk Series. The three novels
presented here are The Newfoundland Series. Set in Newfoundland communities, they tell stories about fictional
Newfoundlanders. Each book stands alone. There are no connections between characters, communities, or story lines in the
books. What they have in common is being set in Newfoundland and its culture.

HOME TO LIZA
Will love and peace ever find Liza, or will tragedy forever be her lot?
Billie was everything to her. Now he’s gone. Unjustly jailed in Liza’s
opinion. Other men pursue her and she tries to move on with her life.
From one man she receives only hate, from another she receives love
and wealth. Billie is vindicated, helped by Liza who is now a rich
widow. For a short time, her life becomes whole again. But it is all
violently snatched away, and again one tragedy follows another. This
story is based in rural Newfoundland and follows the life of a young
woman from rags to riches, from love to tragedy, from loss to a
strange fulfillment in the end.

CHARLIE FREAKE FROM
SCILLY COVE
Charlie needs to have a son-- his father said so. And he has to call him
Charlie. This story starts as a comedy, moves on to a quest, grows into a
love story, which is followed by a tragedy, and ends with Charlie realizing
that what he was looking for all his life was always right there with him.
Charlie is from Scilly Cove. He leaves home in his old car to go to St.
John’s to find work and maybe a relationship. His father is always pushing,
“Charlie you have to find a woman and get married and have a son and
call him Charlie”. It was all about a family tradition that his father was
obsessed with. “But it’s not that easy, Father, “ said Charlie. “Things aren’t
like they used to be.” He decides to go to Toronto and try his luck there.

ON THE WHARF
Oh! What a tangled web we weave when first we practice to deceive.
It didn’t start as a tangled web. It wasn’t meant to turn out that way. It
was just Uncle John, an 86 year old man, and young Johnnie, 16 years
old, meeting every Saturday morning on the wharf to watch the sun
rise. They told each other stories about their lives. But there was a
secret Uncle John kept close to his chest. And as the stories they told
each other on the wharf began getting close to revealing the secret,
Uncle John got worried. Johnnie grew into a young man and fell in
love... a relationship that had the potential to tear apart the lives of
Johnnie, his new wife, and Uncle John. Was it Uncle John’s fault and
the life he lived many years ago.

Home
to Liza
Will love and peace ever find Liza or will tragedy forever be
her lot?

about
Home to Liza

Long book description
This story follows the life of Liza, a young woman
from outport Newfoundland. It flows through love
and hate, through good times and tragedy, and
from being poor and ordinary to being the
prominent citizen in her small town. At the

Short book description
Billie was everything to her. Now he’s gone.
Unjustly jailed in Liza’s opinion. Other men
pursue her and she tries to move on with her
life. From one man she receives only hate, from
another she receives love and wealth. Billie is
vindicated, helped by Liza who is now a rich
widow. For a short time, her life becomes whole
again. But it is all violently snatched away, and
again one tragedy follows another. This story is
based in rural Newfoundland and follows the life
of a young woman from rags to riches, from love
to tragedy, from loss to a strange fulfillment in
the end.

beginning, Liza surmises that “Life is like the ocean.
It is the source of our sustenance, it is who we are,
and yet it can kill.” Throughout the book the ocean is
ever present as the source of her troubles. It is as if
she is always in a struggle with it. Her father died in
a boating accident. She goes on a quest to redeem
her jailed lover who was blamed for the murder of a
man while out fishing, a fishplant fires destroys a
short period of peace in her life, and the future of
all she has built during her life is destroyed by an
explosion on a ferry. This book will appeal to those
who enjoy stories set in Newfoundland -- its culture,
its geography, its outport towns, and its people. It is,
at the same time, a romance, a murder mystery, and
a rags to riches story.

Quotes from Home to Liza

Life is like the ocean—it is the source of our sustenance, it is
who we are, and yet it can kill. Eighteen years ago, when I
was just a year old, the ocean murdered my father. It caught
him by surprise, threw his boat around like a leaf, and sucked
him into the deep. Three days later, bloated with ocean water,
Rupert White’s body rolled up on the beach.

“They call me the whore of Southern Cove Arm, but I have
never taken money for the pleasures I’ve given. I had reasons
for every man I fucked, and that would include most of the
men in Southern Cove Arm. Sorry, ladies, they are not the
men you think they are.

After the trial, I fell into a pit of despair. A ‘nervous
breakdown’ is what it’s commonly called, I suppose; ‘severe
clinical depression’ is what the doctors called it. I ended up in
the mental hospital in St. John’s.
Looking back on it all now, I wonder how I survived. I had
my parents, and I had money, so I guess that’s why. Having
my parents counted the most; money can buy you security
perhaps, but not peace, and certainly not happiness.
“We are all victims of life, dependent on its whims, and
controlled by its fancy. We have no choice but to go where it
takes us. So we went.

Characters in
Home To Liza
Liza is a young woman with simple dreams. She wants
to marry Billie, have children, and spend her life in
Southern Cove Arm. Despite tragedies, her strength of
character keeps her going through a life that she had
never planned or wanted.

Billie loved Liza. She was the most important thing in
his world. But Billie was quick to react to a slight or to a
slight towards Liza. It got him in trouble.

John Sam was the son, and only child, of the wealthy
couple who owned the fish plant in Southern Cove Arm.
But John Sam seemed to be three different people. The
shy John Sam, the outgoing John, and the aggressive
Sam. It got him in a lot of trouble. And frightened Liza.

Susan, a teacher in town, had grown up and gone to
school with Liza and Billie. But her brother had died
after fighting with Billie as a teenager. She still hated
Liza and Billie and blamed them for her brother's
death. Liza made the mistake of trying to Susan as an
adult.

Charlie
Freake from
Scilly Cove
Charlie needs to have a son-- his father said so.
And he has to call him Charlie.

about
Charlie Freake
from Scilly Cove

Long book description
There was a tradition in the Freake family in
Scilly Cove that the first born boy was to call his

Short book description
Charlie needs to have a son-- his father said so. And
he has to call him Charlie. This story starts as a
comedy, moves on to a quest, grows into a love story,
which is followed by a tragedy, and ends with Charlie
realizing that what he was looking for all his life was
always right there with him. Charlie is from Scilly
Cove. Not able to find a suitable local girl, Charlie
leaves in his old car to go to St. John’s to find work
and maybe a relationship. His father is always
pushing, “Charlie you have to find a woman and get
married and have a son and call him Charlie”. His
father was obsessed with this family tradition. “But it’s
not that easy, Father, “ said Charlie. “Things aren’t like
they used to be.” He decides to go to Toronto and try
his luck there.

first born boy, Charlie. So there would always
be a Charlie Freake. No one knew what would
happen if that tradition wasn’t followed, and
Charlie’s father, Charlie, didn’t want to find out.
So he was always after his son, Charlie, to find
a woman, get married, and have a son and call
him Charlie. He was obsessed about it. So
Charlie (the Younger) not being successful in his
quest to find a woman in Scilly Cove, decides to
go to St. John’s to find his fortune ... and a
woman who can give him a son. Charlie’s life
gets tangly in St. John’s. His cousin Mary always
seems to be their in the background, and when
things get too close in that department, Charlie
heads out for Toronto. Things get better for
awhile. Johnnie fulfills his quest, but ...

Quotes from
Charlie Freake from Scilly Cove
“Town” is what everyone called St. John’s. If you lived in St.
John’s, you were a townie, if you didn’t, you were a bayman. If you
weren’t from Newfoundland at all, you were a mainlander or a
“come-from-away.” Charlie was a bayman, heading for town. He
would have to be there a long time before he became a true townie,
which suited Charlie just fine. He just wanted to find a girl and take
her back to Scilly Cove, pregnant preferably.

Toronto is where Newfoundlanders go when they don’t have
anything better to do. It’s a mistake, in most cases. Some realize it
early on, and get back home before it’s too late. But others get
stuck there and spend their time pining away, thinking about
Newfoundland and feeling homesick. Then they join Newfoundland
clubs, and go to Newfoundland stores to get food, and before you
know it, they think they are still on the Rock. Ten years later they
go back home for a visit, and are amazed how it has all changed, or
so they think. It’s not like it used to be, they say, everything is
different, and they can’t wait to go back to Toronto, which is now
Newfoundland to them. They are lost, they call themselves
Newfies, which most people who live in Newfoundland hate. Those
lost souls in Toronto become ToroNewfies, remembering the
wonderful island in a wistful, idealized way. It’s not real; their
homeland is both worse and better than they recall. They live in the
past, in their imaginations. They are lost forever wandering the
streets looking up at skyscrapers trying to find the hills, the barrens,
the seagulls, and the ocean crashing on the rocks.

Characters in
Charlie Freake from Scilly Cove

Charlie wanted to fulfill his father's wishes... that
Charlie find a woman, get married, and have a son he
could call Charlie. That was his father's dream, not his.
Charlie was not sure of what he wanted. But in his
pursuit of his father's wish he found his life.

Allie had a daughter from a failed marriage. Then she
found Charlie in the middle of a storm.

Randy was a good man, when he wasn't gambling and
loosing a lot of money. His addiction led him and Mary
and everybody in his life on a disastrous course. .

Tonya (or Tony as she liked to be called) was a drug
dealer, a mean woman, with an abusive sexual appetite.
She would cause a lot of grief for Charlie and his family.

On The
Wharf
Oh! What a tangled web we weave when
first we practice to deceive.

about
On The Wharf

Long book description
Uncle Johnnie has lived a long life. He has done
some travelling but mostly he has lived in Port

Short book description
It didn’t start as a tangled web. It wasn’t meant
to turn out that way. It was just Uncle John, an
86 year old man, and young Johnnie, 16 years
old, meeting every Saturday morning on the
wharf to watch the sun rise. They told each
other stories about their lives. But there was a
secret Uncle John kept close to his chest. And
as the stories they tell each other on the wharf
began to get close to revealing his secret, Uncle
John got more worried. Johnnie grew up over
the years of watching sunrises. He fell in love...
a relationship that had the potential to tear
apart the lives of Johnnie, his new wife, and
Uncle John. Tragedy strikes. Was it Uncle John’s
fault and the life he lived many years ago.
Perhaps. Uncle John struggles with what is
happening. Could these tragedies be all his
fault?

St. William, a little town on the coast of
Newfoundland. When he was 86 years old he
started meeting with young Johnnie, 16 years
old, every morning on the wharf to watch the
sun rise. They told each other stories about their
lives. Uncle Joh had decades of experience to
call upon and told stories of when he was
younger and the relationships he had as a
young man. Johnnie talked about his encounters
with girls and trying to understand them and
himself. As the years pass, Uncle John’s stories
start to connect with Johnnie’s life and the
secret that Uncle John had been keeping to
himself comes out. That secret impacts Johnnie
and the young woman he is about to marry, it
challenges the friendship between Uncle John
and Johnnie, and threatens to ruin the lives of
many.

Quotes from On The Wharf
At dawn, a stillness fills the air. Light from the approaching sun
pushes away the darkness, and birdsong welcomes the coming day.
In that stillness of dawn, every Saturday morning, Uncle John
Parsons and young Johnnie Hawkins met on the government wharf in
Port St. William to watch the sun rise out of the ocean.

Sam hung herself that night. She left a note in an envelope addressed
to me saying she loved me but that our lives together would be a
nightmare because she needed more than I could give her, and I
would always feel as if I was second fiddle to women. It took me a
long time to get over Sam. I did love her in many different ways.
Two years later I met Martha and the impact of Sam’s tragic ending
faded, but I have never forgotten her.

The summer of 2029 was a hot one. Uncle John was 99 years old and
in the Port St. William Home for Seniors. Penny and Johnnie were
home. They had decided to get married in Port St. William. The first
Saturday after arriving there, Johnnie and Penny went down to the
wharf and recorded a video of one of the most beautiful sunrises
Johnnie had ever seen.
“Look at this, grandfather,” said Johnnie, holding up his tablet. “It’s
one of the best.”
Uncle John was entranced by the five-minute video. “It reminds me
of a sunrise from many years ago.” A tear ran down his face. “Oh,
don’t mind me crying,” he said. “I’m just a sentimental old man these
days.”

Characters in
On The Wharf

Uncle John, was, on the surface, a typical old man in
rural Newfoundland with a lifetime of experiences and
stories. An old salt who watched sunrises on Saturdays
from the government wharf and walked around Port St.
William from end to end everyday. But Uncle John had
a secret, and a past that no one expected.

Johnnie, is a teenager when the story starts. He meets
Uncle John every Saturday morning on the government
wharf to watch the sun rise. They tell each other stories
about there lives. Johnnie discovers that Uncle John's
past life, and a secret he holds, will affect him in tragic
ways.
Sam likes women, but she also loved John. Any more
would be spoiler.

Chen, a Chinese woman from Uncle John's early days,
with a story of her own, arrives in Port St. William and
changes everything.

A lifetime
Newfoundlander who has
travelled and lived in
other parts of the world,
returns home and writes
stories of his favorite
part of the world -Newfoundland.

Long Author Bio

about
the author

Marshall Godwin is a passionate Newfoundland.
He loves Newfoundland geography, its culture, its
history and its people. His novels are all set on the
island and are about its people, their lives, and
their stories. A retired family physician, he entered
the world of fiction late in life, but he is no

Marshall Godwin

stranger to the written word, having published
numerous scientific medical articles. People laugh
about Newfoundland having a shallow gene pool.
Newfoundland has certainly been isolated for
centuries and the options for relationship were

Short Author Bio
Marshall Godwin is a passionate
Newfoundlander. He loves Newfoundland
geography, its culture, and its people. His novels
are all set on the island and are about its
people, their lives, and their stories. A retired
family physician, he came into the world of
fiction late in life, but he is no stranger to the
written word, having published numerous
scientific medical articles. Godwin spends his
days writing, travelling, living in a small town on
the coast of Newfoundland, and enjoying his
grandchildren.

often limited in the small towns along the coasts
of the island. Godwin often tells people who are
interested that on his father’s side his
grandmother was a Hewitt who married a
Godwin, and her mother was a Godwin who
married a Hewitt. On his mother’s side, his
grandmother was a Drakes who married a Vallis,
and her mother had been a Vallis who married a
Drakes. He jokingly tells them his other head was
removed at birth. Godwin spends his days writing,
travelling, living in a small town on the coast of
Newfoundland, and enjoying his grandchildren…
all single-headed, very smart, and beautiful little
creatures.

Author Quotes
I get up every morning around 5 o'clock. I write for 3 to 5
hours. Then my brain turns to mush, my creativity leaves
me, so I do something else.

I am learning every day of the importance of an independent,
unbiased editor.

Newfoundland is more than an island, more than a province
of Canada. Newfoundland is a way of living, a way of
thinking, a way of speaking, a loyalty, a history, memories,
friends, family. If you say "I am a Newfoundlander", that is
what you are saying.

My writing is concise, I don’t linger over details.
Sometimes, when I read other books, I skim; I don’t closely
read the long winded descriptions or thoughts the writer
intrudes into the story but rather I move on to the next
conversation or the next action.

So I write the way I like

writing to be. The story line and the character building
come from, and are developed by, what the characters say
and do. I try not to intrude myself into the story too much.
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Marshall Godwin is available for
interviews for TV, radio,
newspapers, and magazines.

He is also available for readings and
signings, and to attend book club
meetings.

